THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  .                         Q
proved bankrupt at and after Jena.1 Later on the Prussian government learned this lesson, and began to rely upon middle-class support for the Junker-dominated State machine. Prussia lay so near to the West with its revolutionary troubles that the German middle classes proved docile.
Austria, during its half-century of enlightened absolutism (1740-90) enjoyed by far the most progressive government of all the three empires, and probably of all continental Europe. In Austria also., enlightened absolutism was based upon a service-nobility. For their services to the Hapsburg cause they had been rewarded by grants of land ranging in size up to huge latifundid, derived mainly from the confiscations in Bohemia after the battle of the White Mountain.2 Thus Austrian monarchy, likewise, was based upon a high aristocracy, and the alliance was strengthened by the connection with the Roman Church, since both monarchy and aristocracy owed their very existence to the triumph of the Counter-Reformation. After the short period of enlightened absolutism, when the French Revolution began to threaten the ancien regime all over Europe, Austria* led the forces of reaction, even opposing any kind of economic improvement as a possible source of revolutionary troubles.3
Military-autocratic monarchy made any tendencies towards local self-government in. any class of society impossible. The lughrr ranks of the nobility served at Court, while the lower officered the army and administered the country in the service of a highly centralist regime. None of these groups could countenance local autonomy. The latifundia-Q'wners, especially in Bohemia, Hungary, Silesia and the greater part of Russia, ruled over territories as large and as highly centralised as an average West or Central-German state. The lesser gentry ruled the villages in Prussia, Russia and Hungary, though not in Austria and Southern Gerrnany, where the peasants were mostly free, and the lower nobility was of a purely service character. The middle classes, servile and wholly dependent on the whims of the monarchy and bureaucracy, could do no business except under the protection of
1 St:t! K Mehrintfs op. tit.
* For this reason, the outstanding examples of/dft/iWitf-ownership in the Austrian empire (apart from semi-feudal Hungary) were to be found in Bohemia. The Srhwarmiber^ family, for example, before the land reform of republican Czechoslovakia, owned 187 estates covering 493,000 acres (the head of the family alone possessed 4,30,000 acres) ; and conditions in this "kingdom of^Schwarzenberg " were sueh that it madt: by far the largest contribution to Bohemian emigration to the U.S.A. There were, apart from the Church, four other aristocratic latifundia owners of more than r 00,000 acres each.
a See below, Chapter VIII, p. 153.